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on the right divides the walk from a wilderness parted into variety of alleys and arbours, and on the left from a kind of amphitheatre, which is the receptacle of a great number of oranges and myrtles. The moon shone bright, and seemed then most* agreeably to supply the place of the sun, obliging me with as much light as was necessary to discover a thousand pleasing objects, and at the same time divested of all power of heat. The reflection of it in the water, the fanning of the wind rustling on the leaves, the singing of the thrush and nightingale, and the coolness of the walks, all conspired to make me lay aside all displeasing thoughts, and brought me into such a tranquillity of mind as is, I believe, the next happiness to that of hereafter. In this sweet retirement I naturally fell into the repetition of some lines out of a poem of Milton's, which he entitles 11 Penseroso, the ideas of which were exquisitely suited to my present wanderings of thought :
Sweet bird ! that slrun'st the noise of folly, Most musical! most melancholy I Thee, chamitress, of the woods among, I woo to hear thy evening song: And missing thee, I walk unseen On the dry, smooth-shaven green, To "behold the wandering moon, Riding near her highest noon, Like one that hath heen led astray, Through the heaven's wide pathless way, And oft, 9s if her head she bowed, Stooping through a fleecy cloud.
Then let some strange mysterious dream Wave with his win^s in airy stream, Of lively portraiture displayed, Softly on my eyelids laid ; And as I wake, sweet music breathe Above, about, or underneath, Sent by spirits to mortals good, Or th* tmseen genius of the wood.
I reflected then upon the sweet vicissitudes of night and day, on the charming disposition of the seasons, and their return again in a perpetual circle; | And oh!' said I, * that I could from these my declining years, return again to my first spring of youth and vigour; but that, alas! is impossible. All that remains within my power, is to soften the incon-